
Project Diamond Open Access in the Netherlands 
Strengthening non-profit scholarly- and library-led publishing 

Diamond Open Access (DOA) refers to publishing models where ownership lies with the academic 
community (scholarly- or library-led). DOA makes arƟcles and books open available immediately and 
without embargo, does not charge fees to readers and/or authors and keeps copyright in the hands of 
the author. DOA contributes to a diverse publishing system by making it possible for researchers with 
small grants to publish Open Access and by publishing on topics and in languages that commercial 
publishers tend to set aside.  

Despite these advantages, DOA journals and publishers are struggling. With liƩle to no budget, 
reliance on volunteering and a culture of evaluaƟon built around impact factors, DOA is pushed into a 
Ɵght spot. With the project Strengthening Diamond Open Access in the Netherlands, the UKB aims to 
strengthen, make more sustainable and encourage DOA journals and publishers. This is done by: 

1. Establishing a naƟonal experƟse centre DOA 

An experƟse centre connecƟng projects, services and actors is indispensable for further strengthening 
DOA. Designed within an online environment, the experƟse centre will help expand the knowledge 
and experƟse of the academic community and create communiƟes around editors, research 
supporters and publishers. 

2. Developing capacity at DOA publishing plaƞorms 

A naƟonal strategy with unified commitments to local, naƟonal and internaƟonal investment in DOA 
infrastructure and publishing enables these actors to focus on innovaƟon and a long-term publishing 
strategy. 

3. Developing a monitoring system for DOA 

An evaluaƟon procedure for measuring quanƟtaƟve and qualitaƟve developments within DOA in the 
Netherlands. This monitoring is based on a benchmark. 

The project is a conƟnuaƟon of the report Versterking ondersteuning van diamond open access in 
Nederland (in Dutch) published in November 2022 by UniversiƟes of the Netherlands. This report 
contained recommendaƟons for sustainable and structural support of, and transformaƟon to Diamond 
Open Access (DOA) of journals, books and infrastructures. The proposal appeared as one of the 
elaboraƟons of the AmbiƟon Document NaƟonal Plan Open Science 2030 which states that 
investments in a more inclusive, sustainable and equitable scienƟfic communicaƟon system are 
necessary. 

 

Budget: €100,000 per year for the duraƟon of the project, possibly supplemented by grants from 
Open Science NL. 

Partners: UKB and UniversiƟes of the Netherlands  

DuraƟon: February 2024 - February 2026 

Contact: Susanne van Rijn - Project manager 

Secretary: Erasmus University Library RoƩerdam 



Steering board: Kurt de Belder (Leiden University Libraries), Wendy van Ginkel (University Library 
Technical University of Twente), Lucinda Jones (University Library Erasmus University RoƩerdam), 
Hilde van Wijngaarden (University Library Free University) 

 


